HOLY INNOCENTS CATHEDRAL CHURCH
PO BOX 113
HALCOTTSVILLE, NEW YORK, 12438

December 25, 2007
Dear Brothersand Sisters,

Thereisbeautiful saying that | recently came across that capturesthe spirit of this
Holy Season. “ There aretwo waysto liveyour life, oneisasthough nothingisa
miracle, and the other isasthough everythingisa miracle.” 1 am a person who has
agreat deal of faith in humanity despite all the wrong wefind in our world. Part of
what makes me believe in a better tomorrow, what makes me believein miracles, is
that your faith community findsin itsheart the desire to touch thelives of children
and familiesliving with HIV/AIDS. Through your generosity and kindness you have
reached into your heartsto touch the hearts of individuals you may never meet. You
have embraced God’s children who are often forgotten and at times seen asthe
outcast of our society. You have placed in meyour trust to see that the gifts of toys
and money you sent go directly to these special children. | assureyou that all that
you offered these children will find itsway into their homes and their hearts.

In caring enough to bring these children into your livesyou are areflection of how
Jesuslived hislife. All hislife, from hisbirth to hisdeath on the cross, Jesus was
surrounded by those who wer e different from others. Hisevery act wasatrue
miraclefor it changed lives. Yeshe healed the sick and raised the dead but more
importantly because of hisall inclusive nature, hetransformed hearts. Jesus showed
us how we can believe that everythingisindeed a miracle .Asyou celebratethis
Christmaswith your faith community, family and friends, pause for a moment and
listen to the sounds of the miraclesin our midst. Hear thejoy of the families whose
livesyou havetouched. Hear their laughter, their excitement and their gratitude
that Santa did not forget them.

| offer you my thanksand gratitude for all you have done. It ismy prayer that every
day of your livesbefilled with miracles. | send you my loveand prayersfor aMerry
Christmasand a Happy New Year. Let uscontinueto pray for oneanother.

Your brother in Chrigt,
+Francisco Betancourt
Diocesan Bishop of the Little Portion



